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Pathological mechanism and diagnostic—therapeutic strategies for deafness
based on the 'axis—wheel-flow' model of 'circumfluence of qi'" theory
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(Abstract] Guided by the "circumfluence of qi" theory, this article traces the theoretical origins of the concepts "qi of the
middle jiao as the axis and four dimensions as the wheels," which operate in an endless cycle. It proposes an integrated dynamic

"axis—wheelflow"

model in which the spleen and stomach serve as the pivotal axis, the liver, heart, lung, and kidney act as the
four wheels, and the circumfluence of qi, blood, and body fluids provides the driving force. It further explains the close relationship
between the pathogenesis of deafness and the malfunction of the central axis, imbalance of the wheel spokes, and obstruction of
circumfluence. The article also explores the connections between the "axis—wheel-flow" model and mechanisms such as inner ear
microcirculation disorders, abnormal nerve conduction, and oxidative stress. Based on this, it establishes a multi-level diagnostic
and therapeutic strategy centered on "regulating the central axis," smoothing the four wheels, and unblocking collaterals to restore

hearing. By integrating the holistic perspective of Chinese medicine with modern molecular biological evidence, this paper aims to

provide theoretical innovation and clinical practice references for the diagnosis and treatment of deafness, highlighting the unique
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advantages of holistic regulation in Chinese medicine.
(Keywords] "circumfluence of qi"; "axis—wheel -flow" model; malfunction of the central axis; imbalance of the wheel

spokes; obstruction of circumfluence; deafness
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