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A review and commentary on Professor ZHU Wenfeng's academic
thoughts in TCM diagnostics

PENG Qinghua*
Institute of TCM Diagnostic, Hunan University of Chinese Medicine, Changsha, Hunan 410208, China

(Abstract]) Professor ZHU Wenfeng is a renowned TCM diagnostician who has made pioneering contributions to the
standardization of TCM diagnostics, pattern element identification, and intelligent diagnosis. He has pioneered research on the TCM
standardization and the normalization of disease and pattern terminology. He has led the development of the national standard
Clinic Terminology of Traditional Chinese Medical Diagnosis and Treatment, promulgated in 1997, thereby filling a gap in the field.
He established the pattern element identification system and published the monograph Paitern Element Identification, both of which
have had a profound academic influence. He is also the first to introduce computer technology into TCM diagnosis and treatment,
developing China’s first digital TCM pattern identification device and the WF Wenfeng-III Diagnosis and Treatment System, thereby
pioneering intelligent diagnosis in TCM. This paper systematically reviews Professor ZHU’s academic contributions. It focuses on the
theoretical originality of his pattern element identification system, explains its foundational role in contemporary research on the
standardization and intelligentization of TCM diagnostics, and examines the enduring influence of his academic thoughts from the
perspective of academic inheritance. The aim is to provide a reference for theoretical innovation and disciplinary development in
TCM diagnostics.
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