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LIU Likun’s regulating treatment of advanced lung cancer complicated
with obstructive pneumonia based on the ''deficiency, stagnation, and

toxin'' deficiency and excess concepts
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(Abstract] Lung cancer complicated with obstructive pneumonia is a distal lung parenchymal infection caused by tumor
compression, secretion retention, and decreased immunity. Although the combined administration of antineoplastic agents and
sensitive antibacterial drugs is the current mainstay of treatment, drug resistance or recurrent infections still occur. Integrated
Chinese medicine (TCM) and Western medicine plays an irreplaceable synergistic role in controlling disease progression and improving
long—term outcomes. Professor LIU Likun emphasizes that for advanced lung cancer complicated with obstructive pneumonia, the
root lies in deficiency and exhaustion of lung primordial qi and the failure of the lung’s diffusing and descending functions.
Debility of the middle energizer (spleen—stomach) results in failure of earth (spleen) to nourish metal (lung); liver qi reversal and chaos
lead to disordered ascent and descent of qi movement. Both can cause the lung to lose its management and regulation, allowing
phlegm, blood stasis, and turbid pathogens to accumulate—the key to disease aggravation. Intermingled deficiency and excess with
prolonged accumulation brewing toxin constitute the manifestations of the disease. Professor LIU advocates a "pivot-qi movement—

collateral" regulation method to simultaneously treat the lung, spleen, and liver, applying modified Chaishao Liujunzi Decoction
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combined with Bufei Decoction to tonify deficiency and purge excess. The treatment principles are tonifying the spleen and

benefiting the lung, clearing, unblocking, and diffusing the lung qi, and cleansing phlegm and transforming stasis, thereby truncating

disease progression and restoring the lung’s physiological functions of diffusion, descent, management, and regulation, achieving

substantial clinical efficacy. A clinical case is appended for the reference of fellow practitioners.

(Keywords) lung cancer; obstructive pneumonia; deficiency, stagnation, and toxin; diffusion, descent, management, and

regulation; lung—spleen—liver holistic regulation
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