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Academic characteristics of Wang Se Qi Wei (Subtle Insights into Inspection

of Complexion) and its contributions to inspection diagnosis of TCM

ZHU Sijia, LI Lingxiu, ZHOU Xuemei*

College of Chinese Medicine, Anhui University of Chinese Medicine, Hefei, Anhui 230012, China

[Abstract]) As the foremost among the four diagnostic methods in Chinese medicine, inspection originated during the Spring
and Autumn and Warring States periods. This paper focuses on Wang Se Qi Wei (Subtle Insights into Inspection of Complexions),
written by JIANG Shiji in 1671 during the early Qing Dynasty. As the first monograph to systematically collate and organize the
inspection theories from Huang Di Nei Jing (Huangdi’s Classic of Medicine), it stands as a pioneering work in the field of TCM
inspection. Through literature review, comparative analysis of illustrations, and clinical case studies, the research evaluates its
academic contributions from four perspectives: the invention of facial distribution map of zang—fu organs, limbs, and joints based on
Ling Shu (The Spiritual Pivot), the elucidation of the mechanism underlying the "five colors of the Mingtang area (the nose and its
surrounding regions on the face)" in Huang Di Nei Jing (Huangdi’s Classic of Medicine); the pioneering establishment of the "Wang
Se Xing Zou (the inspection of color changes in relation to the disease’s course)"; and the multi—dimensional enrichment of the
complexion inspection content in Huang Di Nei Jing (Huangdis Classic of Medicine), encompassing the differentiation between
primary and secondary colors, a ten—tier color classification system, and the identification of color variations based on individuals
and three causative factors. The research summarizes the profound influence and contributions of Wang Se Qi Wei (Subtle Insights

into Inspection of Complexions) to the origin, development, and progression of TCM inspection, aiming to provide references for its
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application in modern clinical diagnosis and treatment of diseases.

(Keywords) Wang Se Qi Wei (Subtle Insights into Inspection of Complexions); inspection diagnosis of TCM; JIANG Shiji;

Huang Di Nei Jing (Huangdis Classic of Medicine); Wang Se Xing Zou (the inspection of color changes in relation to the dis-

ease’s course)
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Fig.1 Facial distributionmap of Zang—Fu Organs in
Huang Di Nei Jing Ling Shu Zhu Zheng Fa Wei
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Fig.2 Facial distribution map of Zang—Fu Organs and limbs
in Huang Di Nei Jing Ling Shu Zhu Zheng Fa Wei
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B4 (EEERH)EHKERTERSZE
Fig.4 Facial distribution map of Zang—Fu Organs
and limbs in Wang Se Qi Wei
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