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Quality evaluation of reports on inclusion and exclusion criteria in diagnostic tests
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(Abstract] Objective To analyze the quality of reports on inclusion and exclusion criteria from Chinese Core Journals of
Peking University Library in the past five years, to find out the existing problems and to standardize the reports on inclusion and
exclusion criteria. Methods We selected the clinical medical journals under the core catalog of Peking University, searched the
diagnostic tests from January 1, 2017 to June 7, 2022, identified the inclusion and exclusion criteria, counted the number of articles
missing inclusion and exclusion criteria, and analyzed the content and writing position of criteria. Standards of research reports on
quality accuracy studies and quality evaluation tools of diagnostic accuracy studies 2 were also taken into consideration to identify
the existing problems. Results A total of 226 diagnostic test reports were included in our study, in which there were neither
inclusion nor exclusion criteria in 74 articles, no inclusion criteria in 97 and no exclusion criteria in 91. In terms of writing
position, eligibility criteria reports were located before the general data in 120 articles, and after the general data in 33 articles.
The exclusion criteria in 28 articles were the reverse side of inclusion criteria to form a "complementary" condition. Conclusion
Incomplete reporting, inconsistent position, and duplicated contents are the three major problems in reports on inclusion and
exclusion criteria. We thus proposed three requirements and drafted the writing from.
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