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Discussing on the connotation of the basic concepts of Chinese medicine

through ''six categories of characters'

WANG Shizhong, DENG Yihui, LI Dingxiang*
(Hunan University of Chinese Medicine, Changsha, Hunan 410208, China)

(Abstract] Chinese characters are the carriers of the basic concepts of traditional Chinese medicine (TCM). "Six categories of

characters" is a method to understand the rules of Chinese character-building. Using "six categories of characters" to analyze the

structural meaning of the characters can deepen the understanding of the basic concepts of TCM from the perspective of characters.

This paper takes five viscera, thoroughfare channel-conception channel-governor channel, striae and interstices, essence—clear fluid-

turbid fluid as examples. From the perspective of physiology and pathology of TCM, it shows how the "six categories of characters"

helps scholars to understand TCM to some extent while learning the structures, pronunciations and meaning of Chinese characters.

(Keywords]) Chinese characters; six categories of characters; basic concepts of traditional Chinese medicine; five viscera;

striae and interstices; essence; clear fluid; turbid fluid
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