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(Abstract] Objective To analyze the funding status of the National Natural Science Foundation of China for traditional
Chinese medicine (TCM) diagnostic projects from 2000 to 2020. Methods Relevant information of the National Natural Science
Foundation of China of diagnostic project of TCM was obtained by computer retrieval of the National Natural Science
Foundation of China Project Database, LetPub, Metz Medical and Science Network and other databases. Excel 2016 software
was used to perform statistical analysis on the retrieval results. Results From 2000 to 2020, the National Natural Science

Foundation of China funded 150 projects related to diagnosis of TCM, with a total funding of RMB 6 102. 20. Among the

subsidized regions, Fujian, Beijing, Shanghai, Guangdong, Hunan and other regions ranked high in the number of projects
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approved, the number of funding units, and the amount of funding. The funded units were mainly universities, and Fujian

University of Traditional Chinese Medicine and Beijing University of Chinese Medicine had outstanding performance. General

projects and youth projects were the main types of funding. The main diseases types of funding were cardiovascular diseases,

and the number of funding reached 11. Liver—stagnation syndrome was the main funding syndrome type, especially liver—

stagnation and spleen —deficiency syndrome. Conclusion National Natural Science Foundation of China for TCM diagnostic

projects has been increasing year by year, but it is relatively weak compared to the average project of the Natural Science

Foundation. The distribution of funded regions and units is uneven; the research direction and content change year by year,

which are closely related to research hotspots.

(Keywords) National Natural Science Foundation of China; traditional Chinese medicine diagnosis; traditional Chi-

nese medicine funding project; funding characteristics
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