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(Abstract] Objective To analyze medication rules of TCM preventive prescriptions for COVID-19 in different regions of
China by applying data mining, and to provide a basis for formulation and rational composition of TCM preventive prescriptions for
COVID-19. Methods TCM diagnosis and treatment protocols of prevention and treatment published on official websites of health
commissions of the state, provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities directly under the central government, as well as TCM
preventive prescriptions in TCM intervention protocols for COVID-19 released by TCM administrations within China were searched
from January 2020 to June 2020. The data were performed descriptive statistics and association rules analysis. Results Radix

Astragali seu Hedysari, Flos Lonicerae, Radix Saposhnikoviae and Rhizoma Atractylodis Macrocephalae were used in all the TCM
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prevention protocols in China. Sweet and warm medicinal substances are the majority in the aspect of medicinal properties and
flavors, and channels of lung, spleen and stomach were commonly seen in channel tropism. Provinces, cities and autonomous
regions had formulated TCM preventive prescriptions for COVID —19, with regional characteristics. In North China, Herba
Pogostemonis, Radix Platycodonis and Radix Saposhnikoviae were used, which were bitter and acrid in flavor, and played a role of
relieving superficies and resolving phlegm, as well as expelling wind and eliminating dampness. Folium Perillae, Radix
Pseudostellariae and Pericarpium Citri Reticulatae are used in East China, which were sweet and acrid in flavor, and they can
replenish Qi and disperse cold as well as invigorate spleen and eliminate dampness. Radix Peucedani and Semen Coicis were used
in Central China, which were sweet and acrid in flavor and paid attention to consolidating and protecting the spleen channel. In
South China, Fructus Forsythiae and Radix Puerariae were used, which were sweet and acrid in flavor, and they can clear heat and
promote fluid production as well as remove toxicity and reduce fever. Radix Saposhnikoviae, Herba Pogostemonis and Rhizoma
Phragmitis were used in the Southwest, which were sweet in flavor and warm or cold in property, and they can clear heat and
relieve superficies as well as dispel cold and eliminate dampness. Rhizoma et Radix Notopterygii and Radix Saposhnikoviae were
used in the Northwest China, which were sweet in flavor and warm in property, and they can dispel pathogenic wind and dispel
cold as well as eliminate dampness and relieve pain. In the Northeast China, Radix Salviae Miltiorrhizae and Pericarpium Citrt
Reticulatae were used, which were bitter and acrid in flavor, and they can regulate Qi and eliminate dampness as well as promote
blood circulation and relieve pain. Conclusion The TCM preventive prescriptions for preventing COVID-19 have been effectively
promoted in various provinces and cities in China according to regions. The medication rules based on regional characteristics
provide certain guidance for clinically preventing COVID-19.

(Keywords] COVID-19; TCM preventive prescriptions; regional; medication rule; data mining
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