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Primary Discussion on Application of Cultural Symbols in the Cross—Cultural Communication of

Traditional Chinese Medicine

CHEN Hong", LIU Jiaxi", HE Qinghu**, SHENG Jie?
(1. Hunan University of Chinese medicine, Changsha, Hunan 410208, China; 2. Traditional Chinese Medicine Culture
Research Base of Hunan Province, Changsha, Hunan 410208, China)

(Abstract] With the implementation of the "The Belt and Road Initiative" and "going out" strategies, going global has
become a major theme for the inheritance, innovation and development of traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) in the new era.
Based on the investigation and analysis of the Chinese and oversea students’ concept of TCM cultural symbols in a Chinese
Medicine College, this paper discussed the asymmetric phenomenon of symbol decoding in the cross—cultural communication of
Chinese medicine. In view of the theory of different cultures theory, this paper analyzed the effectiveness and obstacles of TCM
cross —cultural communication through 3 decoding positions: dominance —hegemony, negotiation and confrontation. Based on the
theory of semiotics, this paper analyzed the value of TCM cultural symbols in cross—cultural communication, and puts forward some
suggestions and countermeasures on how to play its dominant role.
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