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(Abstract] Objective To analyze the characteristics of the literature on experimental studies of acupuncture in the treatment
of gouty arthritis, and to provide a scientific basis for the experimental study of acupuncture in the treatment of gouty arthritis.
Methods The literature on experimental studies of acupuncture in the treatment of gouty arthritis published from January 2007 to
May 2018 were collected from PubMed, Chinese Biomedical Literature Database, Chinese National Knowledge Infrastructure,
Wanfang database, and VIP database. A bibliometric analysis was performed on the characteristics of the literature and
experiments. Results A total of 39 articles in Chinese were collected for bibliometric analysis. The number of published papers was
increasing year by year. Those papers were mainly included in the core journals of science and technology. The ranking of first
author affiliations revealed that universities of traditional Chinese medicine and their affiliated hospitals were on the top. The
funding was mainly from the Science and Technology Department of provincial government. The main experimental animal
was male Sprague—Dawley rat. The main approach for model establishment was injection of sodium urate solution into the ankle
joint. The main meridian studied in the literature was spleen meridian. The main acupoints used in the literature were Taichong,
Taibai, and Sanyinjiao. The main treatment method was electroacupuncture alone. The ankle joint was the main part collected from

experimental animals. Inflammatory factors were the main indices to observe. Conclusion Arthritis and a high uric acid level in
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the gouty joint should be taken into account when acupuncture is used to treat gouty arthritis. Particular attention should be paid

to the protective effect of acupuncture on the target organs by lowering uric acid.
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