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Structure and Attribute of the Membrane and Viscera System Based on the Thinking Mode of
Traditional Chinese Medicine: Discussion on One of the Membrane and Viscera System Theories in

Traditional Chinese Medicine

LIU Xuyin
(Xin County Hospital of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Xinshao, Hunan 422900, China)

(Abstract] Fact—based speculation is one of the most basic thinking modes of traditional Chinese medicine. Sanjiao (triple
energizers), Moyuan (pleurodiaphragmatic spaces), Couli (striae of skin and muscles), and Xuanfu (sweat pores) are the
concepts deduced by analogy and fact-based speculation, which are based on the histological morphology and physiological and
pathological phenomena observed directly. Moyuan is the tissue structure that covers organs and tissues and exerts functions of
shielding and partitioning. Minor collateral vessels are the constituent part of the membranes. Sanjiao is the mutually
connected hollow tissues and viscera which are formed by rolling and gathering of the membranes; they cover various viscera and
bowels and play a role of transferring Qi, blood, and body fluids. Couli is the hollow tissue structure with crevices and lines, which
is located within Sanjiao and Moyuan and play a role of gathering and circulating Qi, blood, and body fluids. Xuanfu is the tissue
structure with a function of opening and closing, which is reclusively located within Couli. Sanjiao, Moyuan, Couli, and Xuanfu
together form a closely related membrane and viscera system.
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