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[Abstract] Objective To collect the prescription on external treatment of cancer pain with traditional Chinese medicine
(TCM) of literature, published on domestic medical journals in recent 20 vyears, by cluster analysis method. Methods
Prescriptions in literature from 1997 to 2017 by the database of CNKI, VIP, CBM on external treatment of cancer pain with
TCM were searched, and a database of the literature that meets the inclusion criteria was established. The cluster analysis was
used for frequency and medicinal property. Results The 146 prescriptions were analyzed including 181 TCM drugs. The most
used kind of TCM drugs are Huoxue Huayu drug (activating blood and resolving stasis drug), Kaiqiao drug (awaking drug) and
Qufengshi drug (expelling wind—damp drug). The hot and pungent drugs were mostly used. The channel tropism of TCM drugs
focused on liver, spleen and heart. The TCM drugs can be divided into six clusters. Conclusion The mainly principle of
external treatment of cancer pain with TCM are Huoxue Huayu drug (activating blood and resolving stasis drug), Tongluo
Zhitong drug (dredging collaterals and relieving pain drug). This study will provide the basis for clinical use, and TCM
research objectives for clarifing the mechanism of external treatment of cancer pain with TCM.
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